
168
 

Scien
tifi

c

 Letters

 /

 A
rch

 B
ro

n
co

n
eu

m
o
l.

 2
0

1
8

;5
4

(3
):1

5
9

–
1

7
2

Th
e

 resu
lts

 of

 th
e

 treatm
en

t

 of

 19

 739

 cases

 of

 TB

 w
ere

 evalu
-

ated
.

 In

 both
 p

eriod
s,

 th
e

 m
ed

ian

 of

 th
erap

eu
tic

 su
ccess

 (88%

 versu
s

60.5%
,

 P=.001),
 th

e

 m
ed

ian

 of

 failu
re

 (0.3%

 versu
s

 0.85%
,

 P=.002)
an

d

 th
e

 m
ed

ian
 of

 d
rop

ou
ts

 (7.1%

 versu
s

 34.25%
,

 P=.001)

 w
ere

sign
ifi

can
tly

 d
ifferen

t.

 N
o

 d
ifferen

ce

 w
as

 fou
n

d

 in

 th
e

 d
eceased

(3.1%

 versu
s

 3.7%
,

 P=.073).

 Th
e

 resu
lts

 of

 th
e

 p
atien

ts’

 treatm
en

t
are

 sh
ow

n

 in

 Table

 1.
O

u
r

 stu
d

y

 sh
ow

ed

 th
at

 betw
een

 2002

 an
d

 2008,

 w
h

en

 basic
food

 baskets

 w
ere

 d
istribu

ted
 to

 TB

 p
atien

ts,

 th
e

 su
ccess

 rate

 of
treatm

en
t

 w
as

 h
igh

er

 th
an

 in

 th
e

 p
eriod

 from

 2009

 to

 2014,

 w
h

en
th

ere

 w
ere

 n
o

 food

 baskets.

 W
ith

 th
e

 rem
oval

 of

 su
ch

 in
cen

tives
to

 p
atien

ts,

 th
ere

 w
as

 a

 con
sid

erable
 in

crease

 in

 treatm
en

t

 w
ith

-
d

raw
al.

 Sim
ilar

 to

 ou
r

 stu
d

y,

 a

 stu
d

y
 con

d
u

cted

 in

 A
fgh

an
istan

fou
n

d

 th
at

 th
e

 treatm
en

t

 su
ccess

 in
creased

 from

 th
e

 m
om

en
t

 th
at

th
e

 W
FP

 in
trod

u
ced

 food

 assistan
ce

 to

 TB

 p
atien

ts. 4
In

 B
razil,

 th
e

p
rovision

 of

 basic

 food

 baskets

 sign
ifi

can
tly

 in
creased

 ad
h

eren
ce

 to
TB

 treatm
en

t. 11
O

th
er

 stu
d

ies

 h
ave

 also

 sh
ow

n

 th
e

 p
ositive

 im
p

act
of

 in
cen

tives

 on

 p
atien

ts’

 ad
h

eren
ce

 to

 TB

 treatm
en

t, 12,13
takin

g
in

to

 accou
n

t

 th
e

 socio-econ
om

ic
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iffi
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lties

 exp
erien

ced
 by
 th

ese
vu
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erable

 grou
p

s. 3

W
e

 assu
m

e

 th
at

 th
e

 in
cen

tive

 im
p

act

 assessm
en

t

 in

 th
e

 ou
tcom

e
of

 treatm
en

t

 in

 ou
r

 stu
d

y

 w
as

 lim
ited

 to

 th
e

 an
alysis

 of

 grou
p

ed

 d
ata

an
d

 th
at

 th
e

 sociod
em

ograp
h

ic

 an
d

 socioecon
om

ic

 d
ata

 of

 each
p

atien
t

 w
ou

ld

 n
eed

 to

 be

 assessed

 for

 a

 m
ore

 com
p

lete

 an
alysis.

H
ow

ever,

 ou
r

 an
alysis

 stron
gly

 su
ggests

 th
e

 im
p

ortan
ce

 of

 in
cen

-
tives

 in
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atien

ts’

 ad
h

eren
ce

 to

 treatm
en

t,

 an
d

 th
erap

eu
tic

 su
ccess

again
st

 TB
.
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p
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�
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T
o

 th
e

 E
d

ito
r,

A

 rare

 com
p

lication

 of

 com
m

u
n

ity-acqu
ired

 p
n

eu
m

on
ia

 (C
A

P)
is

 sep
tic

 arth
ritis

 (SA
).

 Th
is

 in
fection

 is

 excep
tion

al,

 an
d

 d
oes

n
ot

 u
su

ally

 occu
r

 sim
u

ltan
eou

sly

 w
ith

 th
e

 acu
te

 p
rocess. 1,2

It

 is
m

ost

 com
m

on
ly

 cau
sed

 by

 Strep
to

co
ccu

s

 p
n

eu
m

o
n

ia
e. 1,3

Th
e

 join
ts

m
ost

 often

 affected

 in

 th
ese

 cases

 are

 th
e

 kn
ee,

 th
e

 h
ip

 an
d

 th
e

sh
ou

ld
er. 1,3

M
ost

 SA

 are

 cau
sed

 by

 Sta
p

h
y
lo

co
ccu

s

 a
u

reu
s

 an
d

 Strep
-

to
co

ccu
s,

 an
d

 d
evelop

 in

 p
atien

ts

 w
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 p
red

isp
osin

g

 risk

 factors. 1–6

W
e

 rep
ort

 a

 case

 of

 p
n

eu
m

on
ia

 d
u

e

 to

 S.

 a
u

reu
s,

 accom
p

an
ied

sim
u

ltan
eou

sly
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 a
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lar

 sep
tic

 arth
ritis

 (SSA
)
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u

e
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to

 bacterem
ia

 in

 a

 you
n

g

 w
om

an

 w
ith

ou
t

 kn
ow

n

 risk

 factors.
 Th

is
is

 th
e

 fi
rst

 rep
ort

 of

 th
is

 association

 in

 th
e

 literatu
re.

A

 60-year-old

 w
om

an
,

 n
on

-sm
oker,

 w
ith

 n
o

 h
istory

 of

 im
m

u
n

o-
su

p
p

ression

 or

 risk

 factors

 for

 lu
n

g

 d
isease

 atten
d

ed

 th
e

 em
ergen

cy
room

 w
ith

 p
leu

ritic

 p
ain

 an
d

 p
ain

 in

 th
e

 left

 sh
ou

ld
er,

 38
◦C

fever,

 cou
gh

 w
ith

ou
t

 exp
ectoration

 an
d

 in
ten

se

 p
ain

 in

 th
e

 m
id

-
clavicu

lar

 region

 an
d

 left

 sh
ou

ld
er.

 C
h

est

 rad
iograp

h

 revealed
m

ild

 in
fi

ltrate

 in

 th
e

 left

 low
er

 lobe.

 Sign
s

 of

 con
solid

ation

 an
d

egop
h

on
y

 

in

 

th
e

 

left

 

low
er

 

fi
eld

 

w
ere

 

d
etected

 

on

 

exam
in

a-
tion

.

 A

 very

 p
ain

fu
l

 n
on

-fl
u

ctu
atin

g

 sw
ellin

g

 w
ith

 n
o

 sign
s

 of
in

fl
am

m
ation

 in

 th
e

 skin

 w
as

 observed

 in

 th
e

 u
p

p
er

 left

 stern
oclav-

icu
lar

 region
.

 Fiberop
tic

 bron
ch

oscop
y

 w
as

 p
erform

ed
,

 revealin
g

sign
s

 of

 in
fl

am
m

ation
,

 an
d

 sam
p

les

 w
ere

 sen
t

 for

 p
ath

ology

 an
d

m
icrobiology

 stu
d

ies.

 B
lood

 cu
ltu

res

 w
ere

 n
egative.

 N
o

 valvu
lar

lesion
s

 or

 vegetation
s

 su
ggestive

 of

 en
d

ocard
itis

 w
ere

 observed
on

 ech
ocard

iogram
.

 Em
p

irical

 treatm
en

t

 w
ith

 ceftriaxon
e

 an
d

levofl
oxacin

 w
as

 started
,

 w
ith

 little

 clin
ical

 resp
on

se,

 w
h

ile

 m
or-

p
h

in
e

 w
as

 requ
ired

 for

 p
ain

 con
trol.
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h

est

 com
p

u
ted

 tom
ograp

h
y

(C
T)

 

sh
ow

ed

 

in
fl

am
m

atory

 

ch
an

ges

 

in

 

th
e

 

left

 

p
ectoral

 

m
u

s-
cle

 an
d

 a

 p
seu

d
on

od
u

lar

 im
age

 m
easu

rin
g

 3.3
×

2.3

 cm

 in

 th
e

sp
ace

 betw
een

 th
e

 an
terior

 p
ortion

 of

 th
e

 fi
rst

 an
d

 secon
d

 left
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Fig. 1. Pseudonodular image in the space between the first and second left costal arch (arrow), and simultaneous consolidation in the left lower lobe.

costal arch, and pulmonary consolidation with pleural effusion
in  the left lower lobe (Fig. 1). Findings were confirmed on both
ultrasonography of the neck and bone scintigraphy. Ultrasound-
guided fine needle aspiration and biopsy was performed, from
which S. aureus was isolated. The strain was resistant to ampi-
cillin, and susceptible to  erythromycin, gentamicin, clindamycin,
ciprofloxacin, levofloxacin, and cotrimoxazole. The same microor-
ganism was isolated from the bronchoscopy samples. During
admission, intravenous ciprofloxacin and amoxicillin–clavulanic
acid were administered, in line with susceptibility results, and
improvement was observed in clinical symptoms, radiological
signs, and acute phase reactants. Drainage was not required. Treat-
ment continued on an outpatient basis for another 40 days, with
complete resolution of the syndrome.

SSA is exceptional and accounts for only 1%–9%2,4 of SA,  and
generally occurs in patients with debilitating risk factors and
immunosuppression.1–6 It  is also unusual to  see the simultaneous
development of SA in  the acute period of an episode of pneumonia,
as it tends to occur later.1,2 In our patient, the SSA was  attributed
to the bacteremic pneumonia, as the same microorganism was  iso-
lated. S. aureus pneumonia in a  patient without risk factors is  in
itself exceptional. The clinical picture of SSA, in contrast to our case,
is generally insidious, and presents with fever, pain in  the shoulder,
and edema and erythema in the sternoclavicular joint.1,2,4–6 The
most widely used diagnostic test is  ultrasound, although CT can
identify the degree of bone destruction, and scintigraphy is used
to  delimit the inflammatory area and guide the biopsy and aspira-
tion procedure. The definitive diagnosis depends on isolation of the
microorganism. This will indicate the appropriate antibiotic ther-
apy, which should continue for at least 4 weeks in  the absence of

complications.1–3,5,6 Surgical treatment is  recommended in case of
extensive osteomyelitis, abscesses, empyema, or mediastinitis.1,4,5

In conclusion, pneumonia can unusually cause SA, and exception-
ally SAA, and these entities may  go unnoticed in the clinical context.
As this process is potentially disabling and possibly fatal, etiologic
diagnosis should not be delayed.
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Pediatric Interstitial Lung Disease: An Ongoing

Challenge�

La enfermedad pulmonar intersticial en el  niño. Todavía hoy un
reto diagnóstico

To the Editor,

Surfactant protein C deficiency causes interstitial lung disease
(ILD) of varying severity. Diagnosis in  children is  complex, due
to  the rarity and heterogeneous clinical manifestations of this

� Please cite this article as: Moreno-Galarraga L, Díaz Munilla L, Herranz Aguirre
M,  Navarro Jimenez A, Moreno Galdó A.  La enfermedad pulmonar intersticial en el
niño.  Todavía hoy un reto diagnóstico. Arch Bronconeumol. 2018;54:169–171.

entity.1,2 We report a  case of this disease that was initially incor-
rectly diagnosed.

Our patient was a  boy, born at term, with no significant his-
tory. At  the age of 14–15 months, he was admitted twice due
to bronchiolitis caused by syncytial respiratory virus and bron-
chitis due to adenovirus. After the second admission, persistent
tachypnea, respiratory failure, and bilateral infiltrates on chest
X-ray were observed. Further examinations ruled out malforma-
tions, immunodeficiencies, pulmonary hypertension, and other
infections. Bronchoalveolar lavage was  performed: cell count was
normal, with no eosinophilia, and negative Gram stain and micro-
biological cultures. Lung computed tomography (CT) showed a
diffuse ground glass pattern with hilar lymphadenopathies. Lung
biopsy was  performed by thoracoscopy. The specimen was sent to a
reference laboratory, and the report described “changes associated
with bronchiolitis obliterans”. The patient was  discharged at the
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