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Clinical  Image

Bilateral  Oleothorax�

Oleotórax bilateral
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We  report the case of an 87-year-old man, with a  history of pul-

monary tuberculosis in  his youth, treated at the time with bilateral

collapse therapy with oil (oleothorax).1 Over the years, this pro-

duced restrictive ventilatory changes with hypercapnic respiratory

failure. He was hospitalized several times until he started nocturnal

non-invasive ventilation.2 The patient continues to  be monitored in

Fig. 1. Standard posteroanterior chest X-ray. Increase in density in both lung apices,

caused by bilateral oleothorax used to treat pulmonary tuberculosis.
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our clinics. Therapeutic compliance is  good and decompensations

are rare.

Surgical procedures for the treatment of tuberculous lesions are

divided into those intervening directly on the pulmonary lesions

(exeresis or cavernostomy), and methods which induce the collapse

of the cavities in  the apex of the lung. Collapse procedures include

thoracoplasty, which consists of narrowing the chest wall with the

resection of several rib  segments, paralysis of the diaphragm, and

the introduction of air (pneumothorax) or  oil (oleothorax) in the

pleural cavity or the extrapleural space.

Surgical intervention in tuberculosis had its heyday between

the end of the 19th century and the middle of the 20th, but was

ultimately sidelined by the development of antituberculous drugs

and combinations (Fig. 1).
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