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A  Solitary  Pulmonary  Nodule  of  Unexpected  Etiology

Nódulo pulmonar solitario de etiología inesperada
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A solitary pulmonary nodule of the right lower lobe was the

incidential finding of a routine chest X-ray in a  27 year old asymp-

tomatic, non-smoker soldier, with a  positive family history of lung

cancer. The nodule had a diameter of 1.1 cm,  showed enhance-

ment on chest CT and a high 18F-FDG uptake (SUVmax: 7.6) on
18F-FDG PET/CT scan (Fig. 1). All  imaging features were suggestive

of a potentially malignant lesion. Bronchoscopy was normal and

the patient finally underwent right lower lobectomy, leading to the

diagnosis of inflammatory myofibroblastic tumor (IMT), according

to 2015 WHO  classification.

IMT  is a rare mesenchymal tumor of unknown origin, most fre-

quently affecting the lung.1 Previously used term ‘inflammatory

pseudotumor’ is suggestive of the undergoing intense inflamma-

tion, leading to the high 18F-FDG uptake in the PET/CT scan. Surgery

is often required, since diagnosis is  difficult to reach with less

invasive methods and recurrence is common, unless the tumor is

completely resected. Major resection techniques, such as the lobec-

tomy in our case, are bibliographically supported in  order to achieve

both goals of diagnosis and curative treatment.2
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Fig. 1. 18F-FDG PET/CT scan. Highly metabolic nodule of the right lower lobe, with-

out  mediastinal lymphadenopathy.
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