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Clinical  Image
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Figure 1.

We  report the case of a  36-year-old man, former smoker

(14 pack-years), candidate for lung transplant due to  acquired

non-cystic fibrosis bronchiectasis. Standard chest X-ray showed

pulmonary hyperinflation and radiolucent images consistent with

bronchiectasis. Bronchiectasis was confirmed on computed axial

tomography of the chest, which revealed images of air in  the

mediastinum suggestive of tracheobronchial diverticula (Fig. 1A).

Virtual reconstruction shows multiple sac-like images in  both main

bronchi (Fig. 1B). The neck of the diverticula can been seen in  the

upper right image. Small depressions in the mucosa corresponding

to diverticular perforations were also observed.

Early reports of this condition suggested a  prevalence of

0.09%–0.05%, but a  more recent study of 503 smokers and another

of 200 adults without lung disease found a prevalence of 45% and

41%,  respectively.1,2 The bronchial diverticula were small in size

(1–3 mm).  The interest in  our  case lies in  the large size of the

bilateral bronchial diverticula (10–13 mm in diameter) observed
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in tridimensional images reconstructed from computed tomogra-

phy. These images would not have been observed on standard chest

X-ray.
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